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sible for putting men on the sandplain eoun-
try at Northcliffe.

Mr. Thomson: Who put them there? It
was the Government.

Mr. J. H. SMITH: It was not our Oov-
ermnent. As I shall have an opportunity
to speak on group settlement at a later stage,
I shall not delay the House longer on this
occasion.

On motion by Mr. Lindsay, debate ad-
joun ed.

House adjourned at 10.52 p.m.
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The PRESIDENT took the Chair at 4.30
p.m., and read prayers.

LEAVE OF ABSENCE.
On motion by Hon. G. W. Miles, leave of

absence ranted to Hon. Sir E. H. Wit-
tenoam (North) for six consecutive sittings
on the ground of urgent private businesa

PAPERS-RAIWAY, FREMANTLE
TO ESPERANCE.

On motion by Hon. H. Stewart, ordered-
That the report of the Engineer-in-Chief,
recommending a main trunk railway line
from Fremantle to Esperanee in P.W.D. ifie
1S63/23, be laid on the Table of the House.

ADDRESS-IN-REPLY.

Seventh Day.

Debate resumed from the previous day.

Hon. 0. IF. BAXTER ( East) [4.35):
Once again we have had the pleasure of
listening to a Governor's Speech. I con-
gratulate the sponsors of the Speech, but

further than that w-ill not go. Those who
frame these Speeches seem to lose sight of
the necessity for curtailing the subsequent
debates. The documents cover almost every
subject that couldl be imagined,. and are re-
sponsible for the lengthy debates that fol-
low. Reference is made at the beginning of
the Speech to the retiring Agent General,
end to his successor. Western Australia is
fortunate in having had as Agent General
such an able man as Sir Hal Colebatch. It
is also favoured in respect of its new Agent
General, Mir. W. C. Angwin. In the latter
gentleman we have a really good represen-
tative, and there is nothing lacking in him
from that point of view. Good service was
certainly given by Sir Hal Colebatch, It is
time, however, that Parliament turned its
attention to the duration of the term of
Agent General. Sir Hal left Western Aus-
tralia some three years ago to represent this
State in England. Members of Parliament
know it takes considerable time for them
properly to settle down to their work, and
to do justice to their positions as represen-
tatives of their constituents. Far more is
that the ease with the gentleman who is ap-
pointed to the position of Agent General.
His duties are far wider and more far-.
reaching and important than those of a mem-
ber of Parliament. It must take him fully
two out of the three years to get properly
into harness, and to become widely known.

Hon. J. Cornell: The same thing might
be said of members of Parliament.

Hon. C. F. BAXTER: Members of Par-
liament have an opportunity of being re-
turned in order that they may carry on their
work, but an Agent General has no such
opportunity. From the point of view of the
State it is bad that an Agent General should
serve only for three years, and it is worse
for the individual himself that he should be
appointed for so short a time. An Agent
General proceeding to England has to break
up his home and his business connections, Rf
he has any. A man who is fit to occupy
that position is generally one who is con-
nected with some important business affairs.
In the ease of Mr. Angwin I believe that
this did not arise because he gave up his
whole time to polities. As a rule, an Agent
General has to break up everything when
he goes Homer at tremendous sacrifice to
himself. Although Air. Angwin belongs to
a different political faith, I say in justice
to him, and for the sake of the State itself,
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his term of ollice should not be less than six intended by Parliament. The position is an
years. It should be laid down as a hard
and fast rule that an Agent General should
be guaranteed that his term of office will
not be less than six years.

Hon. J. R. Brown: What if he is a
failure?

Bon. C. F. BAXTER: Every care is
exercised in selecting the Juan for the posi-
tion. The Government know that he pos-
sesses ability, and are sure that he will
occupy the position with credit to himself
as well as to the State.

Hon. J. Cornell: It is always a political
appointment.

Hon. C. F. BAXTER: I do not know
of any ease in which there has been any
regret concerning the Agents General who
have represented Western Australia. It
seems a ridiculous thing to send a man
Home for only three years. Reference is
made in the Speech to land settlement and
to the development of Western Australia.
A lot has been done in this direction, bat a
lot remains to be done. We are in the un-
fortunate position of having thousands of
acres of good land which cannot he settled
because they are not served by railways.
Worse than that, there are thousands of
good applicants amongst our own people.
and others in the Eastern States who are
willing to take up our virgin land, but we
have not enough land to put them on. I an,
not criticising any Government. The pre-
sent Government are doing good work, as
previous Governments have done. It be-
hoves Ministers, however, to go ahead with
the policy of railway construction, and to
refrain from holding up any lines once they
receive the authorisation of Parliament.
When a railway is passed, let it be gone
ahead with, on borrowed money. Let us
make the land revenue producing as quicl-tv
as possible by getting people settled upon Rt.
and away from the towns which are be-
coining so rapidly congested. A large
amount of capital is at present coming in
for the acquisition of improved propertici.
though not to such an extent during the last
few years. No drawbacks should be placed
in the way of purchasers of these properties
There is, however, one important drawback,
and that is the stamp duty. Section 2 of the
Stamp Act of 1925 is interpreted by the
assessors in a way that causes it to bear very
harshly upon those who are dealing in pro-
perty. It forces purchasers to pay double
stamp duty. I am sure that this was never

important on;, and should not be allowed
to continue. Early steps should be taken to
amend the Act, In order that members may
fully understand the position, I would cite
one or two cases without mentioning any
names. They are had cases and are aut-
thentic. The section is so worded that the
assessors cannot be blamed for what is done.
My first illustration is with regard to "C"
and] "G." These persons are in partnership
and purchased a certain property in the city.
After paying a deposit, they sell the pro
perty for an increase of £5,000 over their
deposit, and this profit is paid to them. The
purchasers take over the liability for the
balance of the purchase money payable to
the original vendor. Owing to the construe-
tion placed upon Section 2, they are coin-
pelled to pay frill duty. This amounted to
£40.0, whereas under the contract for sale :t
.should have been £50, at the rate of £1 per
centum on the equity. Duty on the transac-
tion was, however, charged on the whole
amount, namely £85',000, whereas all the
money involved in the purchase was £45,000.
The two sets of figures work out in this
way: The purchase price paid by "C" and

""was E40,000, and they sold for an
advance of £E5,000, namely £45,000. This
made a total of £85,000, and stamp duty
was charged on the whole. The purchase
price was really £40,000, and the deposit
paid by the purchasers was £5,000, there
being a balance owing to the vendor of
£35,000. There was, therefore, a sumn of
£10,000 involved, namely the £5,000 deposit
and the £5,000 profit on the equity, making
the total £45,000, and yet stamp duty was
charged on £85,000, assessed as follows:
Purchase price: "G" and "C," £40,000;
sale price by "G" and "C," £45,000, total
£85,000.

Hon. J. J. Holmes: Does that apply to
eity properties?

Hon. C. P. BAXTER: Yes, and it applies
equally to country properties. There are
many other instances and those I am quot-
ing are merely for the purposes of illustra-
tion. There is stamp duty amounting to £1.
per £100, No one will complain of that
duty, but when the assessments are such that
people are charged on double the amaunt
that should be taken-after all, it is merely
the equity that changes hands-it is wrong.
Tt was never intended to operate in that way
when we passed the amending legislation.
Here is another instance concerning a
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smaller transaction. I will give assumed
names; the proper names are available if
neessary* . The particulars are-

Jones sold to Smith a small suburban hbona prop.
city for the sum of £730 of which Smith had paid
£150 and then sold and assigned his interest in
the contract to Brown, a widow, for £150, Brown

takin over the liability of £557 owing to Jones.
Bron by reason of the construction placed on
Section 2 of the amending Stamp Act, is oom.
pelled to pay stamp duty of £:7 s. on the assign-
ment and when she has paid off the balance owing
to Jones and obtains a transfer she will have to
pay an additional sum of £7 l0s. and 10s. or a
total stamp duty of £15 s. on a purchase price
of £707.

The igures in this case worked out as follows:
£ a.d.

Sale price to Smith ........ 730 0 0
Smith paid off..........153 0 0

Leaving owing to Jones ... 557 0 0

Smith sells to Brown his in-
tenet for ... .. ..150 0 0

Brown takes over liability to
Jones............... 557 0 0

707 0 0

B,1rown pa on assignment of oontact to her
£7 Se lsdty on transfer to har from Jones

£7 IN. or £14 5s., and an additional 10s. duty on
the transfer by reason of adjudication. It will be
seen that all the money actually involved in the
transaction is £880.

Ron. J. Cornell: That was intended ti-.
get at the speculative dealers.

Hon. C. F. BAXTER: This was not a
speculation. In one instance the sale wag
made at a loss because it had to be effected.
The tax was worked out in this way-

£ s.di.
Sale p rce to Smith ........ 730 0 0
Paid bySmith.......... 153 0 0

Owing by Smith and taken
over by Brown ......... 577 0 0

Paid byfBrown to Smith ... 150 0 0

727 0 0
Add paid by Smith ......... 153 0 0

880 0 0

Duty has to bepaid on ... 730 0 0
Plus................ 727 0 0

£1,457 0 0

or £14 1s. against £:9. In this case Smith sells
at a loss.

Hon. J. J. Holmes: Does this refer to the
latest amendment of the Act?

Hon, C. F. BAXTER: Yes,

Hon. J. J. Holmes: Was that not passed
to catch these people?

Hon. C. F. BAXTER: Perhaps it was,
but it was not intended to charge them
double stamp duty. Here are particulars of
the taxing of a farming transaction-

K. pnrchased from a company certain farming
land for £1,432 10s. 5d. and, having paid off the
sum of £315 169. 5d., sells his equity to C. for
£839. C. taking over the liability to pay the
Company £1,116 14s. owing for balance of purchase
money. C. is compelled to pay £19 59. on his
assignment from K. and when he has paid off the
balance owing to the Company and obtained a
transfer, he will have too pay the sum of £14 159.
plus 109. on the transfer.

The figures in this cas work out as follows.

Nrchaso price from
pany .. ..

Paid by K. ... ...

Taken over by C.

Paid by C. to K.

Paid by K.

F s. 4.
Corn-

.. 1,432 10 5
..315 16 5

.. 1,116 14 0

..839 0 0

1,955 14 0
8. 15 185

2,271 10 5

which would attrat a duty of
£22 159., but duty has to be
paid on £1,432 10s. 5d .. 1,432 10 5

Plus................1,955 14 0

3,388 4 5

and amounts to £34 , but actually the total money
pacing and therefore the true consideration be-
tween all three parties, is £2,271 lbs. 5d.

There is no question in my mind that it
was never contemplated that Section 2 of
the amending Act would be applied in that
direction. If it was intended to operate
in the way suggested by Mr. Cornell, I do
not think anyone else realised that fact. To
levy the stamp duty in the way I have in-
dicated, cannot be regarded as reasonable.
As usual, there are references in the Gov-
ernor's Speech to the harvest. There is
no doubt that the harvest was a good one,
for it represented a record for the State.
1 trust that the next harvest will be better
'still If the season continues as it has to
date, and we get some light rains next month
it will most assuredly be better.

Hon. A. J. H. Saw: The date for the
arneeting of Parliament is fixed late so that
Governments will know what the season is
likely to be.

Hon. C. F. BAXTER: At any rate, there
is every appearance of a good harvest this
season, and I hope we will be blessed with
good prices for our wheat. To all appear-
ances we shall receive good prices, but that
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will be at the expense of other countries of
the world. Maturally, we have to regard
that question from a rather selfish point of
view.

Hon. A. J. H. Saw: I think this is the
first Government to refrain from taking
credit for the rainfall!

Hon. C. F. BAXTER: Everything came
their way, so there was no need for the
Government to do that. WVhile looking for-
ward to a record harvest, we are neverthe-
less faced with a problem. I do not desire
to strike a pessimistic note, but the question
arises as to how that harvest is to be
handled. I am aware that the Government
are making provision for extra rolling stock,
but we arc short in that direction and will
still be short during the coming season.
What is worse, however, is this-

Hon. W. T. Glasheen: It is all right, the
wheat will be conveyed to the ports soon
by means of motor-trucks.

Ron. C. F. BAXTER: I am afraid that
people who are using tractors and motor
trucks will yet reap the whirlwind. In a
few years, I am afraid, they will realise that
it does not pay to transport with the aid of
motors.

Hon. A. Burvill: Motor traction is quicker,
but not cheaper.

Hon. C. F. BAXTER: They are pursuing
the line of least resistance.

Hon. W. T. Glasheen: What about the
latest six-wheeled vehicle?

Hon. C. F. BAXTER: That will be a
costly affair, too. If Air, Glasbeen looks
,into the question he will see that other coun-
tries, where the tanners have gone in for
tractors and so forth, are quickly getting
back to horses and getting rid of their trac-
tors altogether. It is all very well to say
that a tractor can put in so many hundred
acres, and so forth. The farmers wifl soon
realise that they have to conserve their
funds and farm in a different method.

Hon. A. J. H. Saw:- I thought Henry
Ford said that the horse was as extinct ais
the dodo.

Hon. C. F. BAXTER: That is why one
of the largest carrying firms in America sold
their fleet of motor wagons the other day
and purchased 15,OQ0 horses in one week.
Henry Ford is at the head of a concern de-
pending upon the sale of a certain type of
conveyance-

Hfon. 3. Cornell: That will have a short
reign.

Hon. C. F. BAXTER: Yes. It is all to
Henry Ford's benefit to speak in a deroga-
tory fashion regarding horses, and to praise
motor traction. In Canada, where much
cheaper power is available than is possible
in Western Australia, and where the cost
of oil, spirits and so on is about one-third
of the price we have to pay, there is a great
move in the direction of Selling motor vehi-
cles and getting back to horses. Canada is
not in such a happy position as we are in
Australia, where we can turn our horses out
into fields. That is not possible in Canada
for six months of the year, during which the
horses have to be stall-fed. I am not look-
ing forward to such great success respecting
motor tractors as, apparently, some hon.
members do; in fact, I believe it would have
been a Godsend if the motor truck and trac-
tor had never been introduced into this court-
try. If hon. mnembers have regard to the
appalling figures showing the money that
has to be found from production in Austra-
lia every year to pay for motor cars, trac-
ton, and wagons, they will probably wonder
what is to happen in the future. I have
been studying that question for years.

lion. A. Burvill: You will not he a be-
liever in the 161/-mile radius for railways,
with the provision of motor traction for
conveying wheat to the railways!

Hon. C. F. B3AXTER: No, I have never
believed in that. Oa the other hand, I
played an important part in determining
upon the 12 /-mile radius.

Hon. W. T. Glasheen: But you have
bought a couple of motor cars and used
them!1

Hon. C. F. BAXTER: I do not object
to motor ears as such.

Hon. W. T. Glasheen: But you object to
the other fellows using them.

Hon. C. F. BAXTER: No, I am referring
to the commercial standpoint, and to motor
wagons and tractors in particular.

Hon. J. J. Holmes: But in America yon
say they ae getting hack to horses and dis-
posing of their tractors.

Hon. C. F. BAXTER: That is so. When
I was interrupted by these interjections, I
was dealing with the railways and the un-
fortunate position confronting those in con-
trol of that system. I refer more particu-
larly to the Perth bottle-neck. With that
hindrance existing, it means that heavy
freight traffic is held up during the day time
when the service is run for the passenger
traffic, and wheat and other heavy freight
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can be conveyed through only at night. That
is an unfortunate position for any corn-
inertial concern like the railways to hie
lplaced in. Last season's harvest of
30,000,000 bus~hels was diffiult to handle
and the Railway Department deserve every
credit for the manner in which they over-
came the existing difficulty. Fortunately
there was no rush period, with a large n-
her of boats at Fremantle waiting for load-

ig.Had there been, chaos would have
reigned because the railways could not have
transported the wheat.

Hon. A. Burvill: The remedy is to use
another harhour.

Hon. C. F. BAXTER: We have exper-
ienced that difficulty in the past. During
the time I was Minister in charge of th~e
wheat scheme I had occasion to thank the
Railway Department time and again for the
way they had handled the traffic. Notwith-
standing that, however, ships were held up
from time to time for days, during which
waiting time had to be paid. We could not
blame the railways for they could not give
quicker despatchi owing to the existing cir-
cumstances, particularly because of the
bottle-neck at Perth. I know there are
remedies for the position. We attempt
to transport two-thirds of our harvest
through that bottle-neck, but, as I have
already pointed out, the lines are only
available for that heavy traffic between
midnight and 6 a.m. Why should that be?1
One way of overcoming the difficulty would]
be to divert the traffic. If the Brockton-
Annadale line were constructed, that
would relieve the position. That would
open uip country that has been held hack for
years. That line was first suggested
30 years ago. A survey has been made
from Hrookton but that does not carry us
very far. If the railway were constructed
right through to Armadale, pretty well
a third of our wheat would be taken
along that route to the port, instead
of going through the bottle-neck in Perth.
There were no better grades in the State
than those along the suggested route,
whilst the land adjacent could be opened
uip with advantage for dairying and closer
settlement. That land is now earrrying
merely a few sheep and nothing else. On
the B~rookton-lYale line there is good
land, and I urge the Government to take
the earliest opportunity to relieve the posi-
tion, otherwise we shall have a terrible

congestion. We shall probably have a
35,000,000 bushel harvest this season and
the time is not very far distant when the
figures, will be 60 or 70 million bushels.
How on earth will the railways handle such
crops unless a commencement is made no'v
in the direction of providing other routes
for transporting the wheat to Fremaintle'?
It will be absolutely impossible for the
railways to do so. The small percentage
of wheat then remaining to be sent through
the bottle-neck could be handled success-
fully. I am a strong believer in the
zonie system, provided, of course, it is
always possible to get ships to go to those
ports to pick up the freight. After all we
know that vessels will always go to the
ports where they can get the best loading.
All these things must be taken into con-
sideration. We were given a treatise on
group settlement the other evening hy the
member for West Province (Hon. G-
Potter). I am sorry he is not in his place
j ust now. Mr. Potter has blossomed out
as a new champion on group settlements
and an adviser as well. I was astonished
to hear that gentleman say half a dozen
times that group settlement was an experi-
ment. I think if he will look up the Vic-
torian records of 40 years ago, he will
find that group settlement in this State is
not an experiment. It may have been
designated in sonmc other way in Victoria,
but it was carried on in exactly the same
way as we are carrying it on here to-day.

Hon. J. Ewing: The same scheme?

Hon. C. F. BAXTER: No, thank God,
theirs Was not the same scheme. In Vie-
toria the smallest acreage I know of was
10 acres, but it was rich land which could
be made very good use of. The Gippslaud
country was what might he called sweet-
ened land, that is to say, on killing the

imber it wvas possible to grow English
grasses straight away.

Hon. J. Cornell: My experience of settle-
ment in Victoria was that people were put
on land that no one else would have be-
cause it was so poor.,

Hon. C. F. BAXTER: Some of the land
that was utilised for group settlement was
very rich.

Hon. J. Cornell: I am referring to Kya.-
brain.

Hon. C.EF. BAXTER: And I can refer the
him. member to Korumbarra. Mr. Potter
told the House the other day that the re-
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suits of the group settlements in this State
would satisfy even Air. Baxter. Why
even me?

Hon. A. J. H. Saw : lie was a bad
prophet.

Hon. C. F, BA.XTER: Was it because
I had the temerity to launch out aganst
the group settlements' administration three
years ago last Januaryl I warned the
people against the administration of
the group settlements and because of
that I was held up as one who was op-
posed to the scheme. I refer members to
my speeches as recorded in " Hansard"l and
also to Press criticism, to ascertain for
themselves whether I made a single mis-
take when I set out the actual position.
What I said then has since been proved to
be correct.

Hon. J. Cornell: I would refer the bon.
member to the Commission of which Mr.
Holmes was chairman, which sat before
his criticisms were made.

Hon. C. F. BAXTER: The memories of
some people are short. Mir. Holmes' conm-
mission sat after I had criticised the
scheme. My challenge was made 3%. years
ago.

Hon. J. J. Holmes: My challenge was
made four years ag6-Deceinber, 1923.

Ron. C. F. BAXTRR: I will ask boin.
members to learn for themselves- when I
actually begain my opposition to the ad-.
ministration of the group settlements. It
was prior to any commission or committee
conducting- an investigation. Members can
look up the records or the newspaper fies
to see for themselves that what I ani saying
is correct. I can supply the dates if neces-
sary.

Hon. A. J. If. Saw: You sat on the group
settlements before the commission did.

Hon. C. F. BAXTER: Why should Mr.
Potter say that it would satisfy even me'?
I know that the land will produce, and
that it can he made to pay, but what I have
always hit at has been the administration
which has been bad right through. I con-
,rratulate the Government on talking the
stand they have adopted, even at this late
hour. The Minister for Lands is working
now hard now to put the groups on a sound
footing, and what he is doing will he a good
thing for the South-West.

wion. J. Ewing: The groups are a won-
derful success.

Hon. C. F. BAXTER: Gracious me, when
will some people wake up? Really some

people die yery hard. I do not deny that
one or two of the groups are a success, but
through wrong methods and selecting poor
land there are many that never will be a
success. The settlers who are on good land
will be successful. Everyone knows that.

Hon. J1. Ewing: Why do you condemn
the groupsi

Hon. C. F. BAXTER: I uS not doing so.
Hon. J. Ewing: You are condemning

them now.
Hon. C, F. BAXTER: N~othing of the

kind. It does not matter to which country
of the globe you go, you will find good land
and poor land. Th mistake made in West-
ern Australia was that in so many instances
poor land was selected. Mr. Potter referred
to what could be done with poor land. Yes,
on a commercial basis, but you cannot spend
hundreds per acre on sand and expect it
to show a return. The position, I am glad
to see, is now heing rectified and that is
all I want. That is wvhat I have wanted
from the very flirst. At the same time, it
is passing strange that a whole term has
been allowed to pass, by the present Gov-
ernment without an effort being made to
put the groups on a sound footing. Mr,
Angwin, who is now Agent General, when
he had charge of the groups, moved along
in the same old way. Everything was all.
right, in spite of the criticism that was
offered. AMr. Troy, however, soon after
being appointed Minister for Lands, took up
the matter and found that everything was
not all right. He intends to make an effort
to put things right, and I congratulate him
on his attempt to do so.

Hon. J. Cornell: Do you think he will
put them right?

Hon. C. F'. BAXTER: He is going along
the right track to do so. I may be wrong,
hut it seems to me that in sending Mr.
Angwin to England, the party may have
said, "We will send hmn Home and we will
make an effort to straighten out the groups."
Mr. Angwin was the first to criticise my
public utterances and said they were wrong.
Now we know that everything was not what
we were led to believe.

Ron. J. J. Holmes:- The laud was good,
the rainfall was good and the climate was
good, but the settlers did not know their
job.

Hon. C. F. BAXTER: Reference is made
in the Speech to several new railways. All
that is vary pleasing, but there are not
enough to open up the land that is required
for those who are seeking it. In that eon-
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ction, too, I do not know why it is that
promises made as far hack as 20 years ago
have not been hionoured upI to the present
time. I have in mind a promise made re-
garding the construction of the Yarramony-
Eastward line. Unfortunately when the
Dowerin-2ferredin loop 'wa constructed,
those responsible for it went out such a
(l140anc0, that they left a lot of settlers as
far as 22 miles away from the line. Those
unfortunate people are in the position to-
day ' o' having to cart their produce over
that distance to the railway' . True, some
may have motor trucks, but there are many
there wvho, like myself, would prefer horses
were it not for the time that is occupied by
carting in that way. In that part of the
state there are thousands of acres of very
rich land and the rainfall is excellent, but
it is hopeless to expect development to pro-
ceed without railway facilities. Members
can talk as much as they like about motor
transport, but it cannot compete with the
railway system. The railway expenses have
to be met out of what we can produce;
the railways belong to us and as such we
should not enter into competition wvith
them more than we can avoid. We
should do our utmost to assist to make them
pay by letting them handle our produce.
Regarding the particular railway to which
I have referred, it is 20 years since the first
promise was made that it would be con-
structed. Soldier settlers in that part of
the State were assured that they would get
railway communication and some of them
tire sick and tired of waiting for it. I read
in the Press the other day that another mneet-
lug was held there to protest against the
delay. I do not know how many deputations
have waited on the Government. I think
the number is either 17 or .18, but all seem
to have been futile. At the meeting to
which I hare referred the secretary was
asked what warrant he had that the Collier
Government would build the line. He re-
plied that he had asked Mr. Collier for a
tcar statement of his attitude on the pro-
posed Yorbrakine-North Baandee railway,
and Mr. Collier had written-

My anhwer is, that if returned to powr at the
elections, a Bill for the construction will be
brought forvrd, and if still in opposition, the
railway will have my support, believing that when
Governments place settlers on the land it is their
duty to provide all necessary facilities to enable
them to market their products without imposing
on them undue labour or expense.

Hon. J. Cornell: What was the date of
Mhatt

Hon. C. F. BAXTER: Unfortunately the
date is not given. It appears to have
h~appened at the time of the elections over
31/% years ago. There we have a promise
from the present Premier that if returned
to power he would bring forwartd a
Bill for the construction of the line,
or if still in opposition, be would sup-
port such a Bill. To-day we are no fur-
ther advanced. 1 notice in the Governor's
Speech that E500,000 is to be made
available as the Federal grant for roads.
We are indeed pleased to get this money
froin the Federal Government, though it only
means giving us hack a little from what
we pay in Customs ditties on motors, trac-
tors and so forth. What we aire chiefly eon-
cerned with is the judicious expenditure of
the money. Latterly, on account of in-
different health, I have not travelled as
iimeli in this State as I used to do, but the
few trips I have taken throusgh the country
have convinced me that there is expenditure
of money that is not justified. One trip I
made was down the Perth-Bunbury road,
and I consider that the work being done
there would be warranted if it were being
dlone somewhere near the city of London. I
cannot regard the grabbing of trees by the
roots over the fail width of the road as
justified. I could understand the trees being
chopped down, so that there would not be
even a remote danger of their falling on
the road; there are tall trees in that dis-
trict. But to grub them out by the roots
is to incitr expenditure that is not necessary
LOT a hundred years to come.

Hon.. J. Cornell: It is a statesmanlike
policy to look forward a hundred years.

Eon. C. F. BAXTER: If that is the new
statesmanship, wye can do with less of it. So
many roads require money spent on them,
that Ave ought not to expend money in such
a useless fashion. The wvork itself is far
moure costly than it should be. However,
criticism on that point is useless. The board
say they are making good roads, which will
last for years. Then there is the deviation
of the Perth-York road at a place called
Cut Hill. Thousands of pounds have been
.spent on that deviation, whereas one-fifth
of the amount spent in another quarter
would have achieved the same end. These
are matters, it seems to me, for further
inquiry. My view is backed up by men
who have handled the affairs of country
road hoards. They agree that money has
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been wasted when it could have been spent
to better purpose. The costliness of the
'work of deviations miade under the
Federal road grant is absolutely ridi-
culous. No wonder the road hoards
are putt to shame: they cannot hope to
comipete on the revenues they collect.
7 hey can only do what is good, sound and
businesslike. The highways that are being
constructed by the Mlain Roads Board are
positively ornamental.

lHon. J. J. Holmes: Is that where they
had the men in the Toodyay district and
thought they had them in another district!

H~on. C. F. BAXTER: No. In that part
money has not been wasted so badly.

Hon. J. J1. Holmes:- We are told that all
the road work has been stopped.

lon. C. F. BAXTER: That is not so.
No doubt the Government were very eager to
find work for the unemployed just prior to
the elections.

Hon. H. Stewart: Surely the men who
had no tools stopped work!

Hon. C. F. BAXTER: I know that other
speakers are waiting, and I will not detain
the House longer. I do hope that the pre-
sent season 'a prospects will continue good,
and that the result will be a record harvest
and a record wool clip, both of which are
badly needed. People who have invested
mioney in our industries deserve to be well
recompensed for their outlay.

HON. A. J. H. SAW (Metropolitan-
Suburban) [5.20]: May I first congratulate
the Chief Secretary on his reappointment to
the position he has filled during recent ses-
sions with such eminent satisfaction to the
House. I am sure all members heard the
news of his re-election with great pleasure.
In the Governor's Speech I noticed a state-
mient that we are to be called upon to legis,-
late in connection 'with the hospitals of this
State. The measure, I presume, will be one
dealing with finance; but we have no parti-
eulars, and so I cannot say. Undoubtedly
our hospitals are crippled for want of funds
and probably this House acted unwisely in
rejecting the Mitchell Government's HEos-
pitals Bill, which undoubtedly would have
'had the effect of strengthening the financial
position of the hospitals.

Hon. J. RI. Brown: What about the lot-
teries BillY

Hon. A. J. H. SAW: I am not referring
to the lotteries Bill, which I do not think

was a measure of the Mitchell Government.
N\o doubt it received the Support of
the interjector. At present the Perth
Hospital, particularly, is overcrowded.
There is a crying necessity for increased
accommodation, and undoubtedly the Gov-
erment w~ill have to face the position
f a new hospital being required in
the metropolitan area. When they do
build that hospital I hope they will make
sonic provision for an intermediate class of
patients. in all countries those who are in a
position to pay something towards medical
fees and something fairly substantial for
hospital attention do not receive that con-
sideration to which they are entitled. The
very poor are fairly well served, but those
who do not wish to go into a hospital and
be dependent on charity, especially as re-
gards medical service, have a fairly hard
time, because they are compelled to enter
private hospitals and the increased expense
is verv considerable for them. They are a
portion of the community that undoubtedly
should receive greater consideration than
they get. When the Government do determine
on a new hospital, I hope it will be put in a
convenient situn~ion. 119th the advance of
the University we shall soon-when I say
soon I do not mean the near future, but
some five or ten years henc-hbe able to have
a mnedical school; and it is important that
when a ho0spital is built it shall be situated
conveniently and fairly close to the medical
school, also having regard, of course, to the
other great consideration that it shall be
placed in a situation where it will meet the
needs of a large population. I think there
is such a site which the Government could
acquire and which is at present ujubuilt-on,
a site which would fulfil the conditions. I
refer to a portion of the University endow-
ment lands situated west of King's Park
between West Suhiaco and 'Nedlands. There
we have an area of about 91 acres, on a
portion of which the hospital could be built,
with due provision for recreation and exer.
cise grounds for the patients, and also sruffi-
ciently removed from die road, so that the
noise of passing traffic would not be a nuis-
ance, and where there is also room for the
erection of a mnedical school. The situation
would be quite convenient as regards the
University, and I have no doubt that the
University authorities would he prepared to
negotiate with the Government in order that
those endowment lands, subject of course to
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the consent of Parliament, might be utilised
for such a purpose. Mr. Kitson was sorry
that the Governor' Speech contained no
reference to the Fremantle bridge, or the
now bridge which is to be erected, I suppose,
mewbere in the vicinity of Fremantle, th"

-ite not yet being determnined. Whilst I
junite, admit there is a necessity for that
bridge, I am sorry to see no reference in
the Governor's Speech to the subject of edu-.
cation. During the time of the Mitchell
Government I had the honour of serving on
a Royal Commnission on education, and my
investigations showed me that in this State
we ndoubtedly have an excellent system of
primary education, but that the technical
side of education is weak and needs strength-
ening-. While on that subject I would like
to point to one deficiency in the Technical
School-that whereas a young girl can get
instruction in millinery or dressmaking,2 there
is absolutely no provision whatever for the
teaching of cooking; nor is there any pro-
vision in the metropolitan area for the
teaching of cooking to girls who are beyond
-school age. There is some such provision
in the primary schools, but from what 1
have heard I think the provision is iasuffl-
e-ient. It seems an anomaly that -whilst
people should he able to learn millinery for
their own private use, there should be no
provision for the teaching of cooking. T
quite admit it is desirable 'that the femnale
bird should by her plumage attract the
miale bird, but I would like to remind her
that something more than attracting is
required, and that if she requires to keep
the affections of hier husband, then the
best means of doing it is to minister to his
creature comfort and see that he is wveill
fed.

Eon. Sir William Lathlain: That would
b~e a greater attraction.

Hfon. A. J. H. SAW: Possibly, but T
happened to be at a wedding last night, and

aone of the guests I do not know that
there was any great demand on domestiv
9icience. I did notice, though, that the youngc
men there were very munch attracted by the
personal appearance of the ladies. There is
another point as to which, in connection 'with.
education, I wish to draw attention to the
needs of the University. In 1912 the vote
for primary education was £238,000, whilst
for the University a suim of £13,500 was set
aside. In 1926 the vote for primary educa-
tion had increased to £640,000, whereas the
University got only £21,000. That is to say.

the University vote in 1912 bore a ratio of
5.5 per cent, to the Education vote, whereas
in 1926 it only bore a ratio of 3.3 per cent.
Now is the proper time, in my opinion, for
the Government to take advantage of the
munnificence of the late Sir Winthrop Hac-
kett. The University authorities are em-
barking on a scheme of building at Crawvley.
Within a month or so we shall be looking at
the designs which have been invited from the
architects of the world, and we hope
before very long to see buildings from the
Hackett bequest that are worthy of the
State. But those buildings- will be of little,
use unless the Government do their part by
putting up permanent huildings and thus
relieving the University from the continu-
ance of its teaching under the difficult con-
ditions which obtain in the tin buildings in
Irwin-street. I do hope the Government arc
seized of the fact that now is the time when.
iii consequence of the Hackett bequest, they
should move rapidly forward in the direction
of providing permanent University buildings
on a permanent site. In Western Australia
really we are poorly off in respect of the
University, as comnpared with other countries.
Canada has 40,000 students, and since her
population is ten millions, it means one
student to every 250 of population. In
Western Australia we have 360 university
students, which is about one to every thou-
sand of the population.

Hon. J. Cornell: One of the difficulties is
the period between the junior examination
and the leaving examination. 'Not all can
afford it.

Hon. A. J. H. SAW:- But in Western
Australia we have free education, in-
cluding the University; and also through
the Hackett bequest we shall have num-
erous bursaries. So the poorer students will
undoubtedly he well catered for; because one
of the conditions of those bursaries is that'
they shall be applied to deserving nieces-
sitous students. So there shouold be a con-
siderable increase in the number of students
if wve bad the accommodation. Then I come
to the students in Toronto. I think the con-
ditions in Canada fairly comparable to those
in Australia. I will not refer to America,
for that is the land of dollars and there can
be no comparison. Still, I claim that with.
Canada we have a fair comparison. Toronto
gets an annual grant of two million dollars
for the province of Ontario. The University
of Alberta, for extension work alone, has an
annual grant of fif ty thousand dollars. Look-
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ing at those huge sums expended ill other rate of 4,9 per thousand registered births.
parts of the wvorld on university education,
it must be admitted that we here are making
a very poor show. There is another subject
1 wish to refer to. The other day a deputa-
tion from the dairying industry waited on
Air. Millington, the Honorary Minister,
about the parlous condition into which the
dairying industry is drifting in this State,
and especially with reference to the supply
of milk in the metropolitan area. Whilst I
was in New Zealand last summer I had the
privilege of going over the milk factory at
Wellington, which is under the control of
the Wellington municipality.

Hon. J. Cornell: Here you can quot,
Toronto again, with a 600,000 population.

Hon. A. J. H. SAW: As I happened to
go over the factory at Wellington, naturally
that was the instance I first seized. In July
of 1922 the municipality of Wellington got
control of the milk distribution of Welling-
ton and set up a system of pastenrising
the milk and distributing it in sealed
hottles. One of the medical officers of
health attached to the Government service
of New Zealand wvent over this factory
with me, and in conversation he told me
that when first the idea of pasteurising

the milk was mooted lie was not in favour
of it, but that his subsequent experience of
it had converted him into a believer in the
system now adopted in Wellington. The
system of pasteurisation now adopted, not
only in Wellington but in practically all
big cities, lies in bringing the milk to a
temperature of 145F. for a period of 30
minutes and then rapidly cooling it, after
which it is distributed in ster-ilised sealed
bottles. I have called a few statistics con-
cerning the improvement that has resulted
in tie health of infants in W.ellington,
* hich I thiiak can be justly attributed to
the method of pasteurising and distribut-
ing, the milk in sealed bottles since 1922. I
fi nd that in 1918 Wellington had an in-
fantile death rate per thousand registered
births of 71. Now those figures are
probably abnormal for that year in Wel-
lington, bpeause you will remember that
in the latter half of 1918 there was a viru-
lent outbreak of influenza in New Zealand
which, no doubt, increased the mortality
rate for that year. I find that in 1919,
although I cannot get hold of the statistics
for Wellington, the statistics for the whole
of New Zealand showed an infantile death

In 1918 Perth had an infantile death rate
of 76 per thousand registered births.
In 1922, as I said before, Welling-
ton took control of the milk, pasteurised
it and distributed it in sealed bottles. In
1924 the Wellington infantile death rate
had fallen to 38 per thousand registered
births. It was the lowest rate of all the
cities in the world, with the exception of
Amsterdam, which that year was 34 per
thousand. In 1924 the mortality rate in
Auckland, which has not this system of
milk control, was 46 per thousand
registered births, while in Christehurch it
was 48 and, I am glad to say, Perth bad
dropped from 76 in 1918 to 53, but of
course was still above the towns in New
Zealand.

Hon. J. 3. Holmes: What was the rate
in Wellington that year?

Hon. A. J. H. SAW: It was 38. When
we compare Wellington's 38 with Auck-
land's 46 and Christchurch's 48, two years
after the adoption of this system of treat-
ing the milk, it can be fairly claimed that
the improvement in the death rate was due
to that factor. I can see no reason why
there should be any difference, apart from
pasteurising the milk, between the mor-
tality rate of infants in Wellington and in
Christchurch, for I should imagine the
climatic conditions to be very similar, and
also the respective types of residents. In
1925 Wellington had pride of place of all
the cities of the world in the mortality
rate, being down to 35 per thousand
registered births, whereas Amsterdam was
36, Christchurch 48, Auckland 51, while
Perth, unfortunately, had risen to 66. T
think these figures undoubtedly go to show
that the introduction of this system of
milk control in Wellington has been seized
with the greatest importance to infant wel-
fare in Wellington, New Zealand. I hope
the Government here will make inquiry
into these facts I have brought before the
Minister to-night and will see whether my
contention cannot legitimately be made,
namely that this improvement in the mor-
tality rate is almost entirely due to
the fact that Wellington has adopted
municipal control and introduced this
system of pasteurisation. As we all know,
many diseases are conveyed by milk. Cer-
tain forms of tuberculosis are always re-
ferred to in the medical profession as
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tuberculosis of bovine origin. They in-
clude affections of glands, bones, joints,
meninges, peritonitis, and the skin dis-
ease of lupes. It has been definitely
proved that very laxge numbers of eases
that affect those organs I have referred to
are due to the bacillus directly derived
from the cow through milk. Cows stiffer
heavily from tuberculosis, in some coun-
tries more than in others. In England it
is estimated that from 20 to 50 per cent.
of cows in the individual herds are affected
with tuberculosis. In the United States
and also in Australia the incidence of
tuberculosis in cattle is nothing like so
great as in the Old Country, due, no doubt,
to the fact that cows here, instead of being
stall-fed, are allowed to be out in the fields.
It is when the udders of cows are affected
by tuberculosis, or when the cow is in an
advanced stage of tuberculosis, that the
milk is particularly dangerous. Just as
important as tuberculosis are certain acte
diseases, especially in hot climates. The
condition known as acute gastro-enteritis
is probably evenl more important from the
point of view of infant wvelfare than is
tuberculosis. Other diseases, such as
dysentery, ty' phoid, scarlet fever, diph-
therm, iafective sore throat, Malta fever
and cholera, all are conveyed through the
medium of milk, and it is particularly in
the instance of gastro-enteritis and dys-
entery that so many of our children die,
especially during the summer months, and
in consequence so many homes are rendered
desolate. Apart from this incidence of
disease conveyed by milk, there is the qnes-
tion of the value of milk as a food. Milk
should be rated very highly as a food,
particularly for infants and growing chil-
dren, but in consequence of milk so often
being the medium for conveying disease,
the medical profession are chary of insist-
ing that their patients and those they
advise should make milk an important
element in their dietary* . If those dangers
were removed from milk it would give a
great stimuilus to the consumption of milk,
.and with great benefit to the health of the
community. The remedy for those diseases
is pasteurisation. That, Sir, is in force in
98 per cent. of the great cities of the
United States. I have begun to think that,
in health measures, the United States leads
the way and the rest of the world drags
rather painfully behind. To show the in-

fluenee that pasteurisation has had in the
big cities of the United States over the
mortality rate, I cannot do better than
quote the words of Dr. Nathan Raw, of
England, one of the pioneers on this ques-
tion of milk and bovine tuberculosis in re-
lation to the health of the people, and who
says from his own investigations in
America, that in New York tuberculosis of
bovine origin has diminished by 300 per
cent. flr. Rlaw says-

The infant population thrives on pasteurised
milk.
In seone circles there is a prejudice against
pasteurised milk because people think the
process diminishes the butter fat content
and causes somec diminution in the vita-
mines. Under this scheme of pastarisation
those evils are reduced to a uminimum.
Nathan Rawv also says-

Epidemics due to milk have entirely disappeared

Another authority is Dr. C. H. Mayo, of
Rochester, U.S.A. He is one of the most
famous surgeons in the world-oine of the
Mayo brothers who, a good many years ago,
started a clinic in Rochester, which has since
become a city in consequence of the clinic
they started. Their clinic at Rochester has
become the Mecca for practically every sur-
geon who wishes to keep abreast of the

tims. ccodig to the "Northi-West
Health Journal" of November, 1926, Dr.
Mayo says-

Pastoisation is the best of &ll known treat-
mnents for the nation's milk supply.

He concludes his article by saying-
The protection of the public can be ensured by

pasteurisation. It is the only safe way.
None of the advocates of pasteurisation be-
li~ves that it is the be-all and end-all in the
treatment of the milk supply. It is meant
to suIpplement and not to supersede other
measures. Those measures, of course, in-
elude the testing of herds by the tuberculin
test. That is being carried on on a very
large scale in America and tuberculosis has
to a great extent been eliminated from
the herds. Also there is the same
necessity for elcarliness in milking and
transport and in the cooling and
quick delivery of milk. Apart altogether
from the question of health, I consider there
is great necessity that some form of control
aind regulation should he applied to the
dairying industry. I suppose all members
have seen letters in the Press stating that if
the dairying industry is allowed to continue
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unregulated, it will not be long before we
reach such a bad economic condition that
the herds will decline and a great number
of people who have started in the dairying
business will be ruined. We are undoubt-
edly relying Oil the development of the
dairying industry to give the State a big

litforward. If, through want of proper
organisation and control, those economic
evils arc going to fall upon the dairying
industry, it will be a bad thing for the
State. There is one other question men-
tionedt in the Governor's Speech to which
I wish In refer. I am glad the Government
intnd at las;t to introduce a Bill to deal
with town planning. We all believe that
Perth is; destined to become a very large
city, and we cannot too early begin to make
plans for its future development. I notic
that some members of the City Concil. are
advocating that if a town planning Bill is
introduced, Perth should be excluded from
the scope of its operations. That, to lay
m~ind, would be like the play of Hamlet with-
out the Prince of Denmark; in fact, the
whole necessity for a town planning Bill
is for the city: for the port and generally
for the metropolitan area. No doubt it will
be advisable to apply it also to the larger
townvs in the country, but certainly there
is not the samre need for it in the country
ais there is in Perth itself. I hope this ses-
sion will be devoted largely to measures that
will ensure the social amelioration of the
people, and any measures brought, forward
wvith that object in view will undoubtedly,
receive ray sympathetic consideration andl
sulport.

HOW, A. BURVILL (South-East) [5.50].
1 congratulate the aoverniment on the good

seanson experienced and on the bright pros-
pets ahead.

lion. C. F. Baxter: What have the Gov-
erntmeint to do with that.

lion. A. BURVILL: The prosperity of
the State cannot wyell he credited to one
Government more than another. The pros-
perity that the State is at present enjoying
is partly due to past Governments. The re-
cord harvest was not the result of inerely
last year's work; it was the result of mnany
years,' work and to the policy adopted by
Sir James 'Mitchell and even by Govern-
ments that preceded his, To produce wheat
.and wool takes more than a year, and a
peniad of at least six years is necessary be-
fore anl orchard reaches the productive stage.

Last season was one of the most prosperon;
experienced in the fruit industry, partica.
lark- as regards apples and grapes, not onl2
in the matter of prices out in the matter ol
the quantity produced and exported.

Hon. E. H. Grey: Germany helped tdu
prices.

Hon. A. BURVILL: That is not material
the point is our orehardists produced thi
fruit. The prosperity of the fruit industr3
rests upon foundations that were laid yeari
ago. The future prosperity of the StatN

will he due not only to greater produetioi
bunt to he-avier yields of wheat per acre an.'
wool per sheep. We aire dependent almost
entirely upon two primary produets-wheal
.11, wool. The time wvill come when fruil
will occupy a far more important plac(
amiongst our primiary industries and the
same applies to dairying. Mining is on the
down grade and members representing gold-
fields ])rovinces have spoken of the cause
of the decline.

Ron. V. Hameraley: You have riot men-
tioned timber.

lion. A. BTJRYILL: I hope the Govern-
nment will see their way clear to remove some
of the land taxation. Until a. couple of
years ago holders of land up to an unim-
proved value of £250 were exempt fromn landl
taxation, but that exeumption was abolishedl.
After listening to the various speeches abo-it
g-roup settlement and dairying, in which
activities the settlers are smnall land holders,
T wonder why the Government do not give
assistance iii the shape of land tax exemp-
tion, Why bring people from the Old
Country and immediately tax them for the
land on which they are settled9 Anyone
who takes uip a small holding having an un-
improved value up to £250 must use the
land. His land to him stands in exactly the
';amo relation as a tradesman's tools stand
to him. T ciumnot see why small land
holders, or even larger ones for that matter,
should he taxed onl that out of which they
make their-living. The land bolder has to
pay vermin taxes, road board taxes, wheel
taxes, and mo1tor taxes, in addition to taxa-
tion on the unimproved value of his land.
Exemption from land tax mnight well be
granted because it is a big burden on the
small laud holder. The vermin tax should
hea altered so that its incidence shall be on a
fifty-fifty basis between the pastoralist and
agriculturist as was intended. At present
the pastaralist is not paying one-half of
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his p~roportion. The vermin tax should be
a national rather than a class tax. Produc-
tion in the agricnltural and sheep areas de-
pends upon the ability of the settlers to
combat dogs and other vermin. It is a
national benefit to secure the largest pos-
sible production from our primary indus-
tries, and the people engaged in those in-
dustries should not be required to pay the
whole of the tax, especially as more than
half of the State consists of Crown lands
-on which the pests breed. Further, I con-
sider that the Commonwealth Government
should assist vs. There is no doubt that the
vermin travels into Western Australia from
South Australia.

Hon. Sir William Lathlain: Perhaps it
go"s into South Australia from here.

Hon. A. BURVIIL: After the extra-
ordinary increases of wages mid other ex-
penses, I was astonished to find that our
railway's; ended the year with a profit. The
return laid on the Table of the House shows
that the average mileage of railways worked
last year increased by 69, and the mileage
open for traffic by 53. The number of miles
run increased by 428,550. The earnings per
ton mile show a decrease in respect of
nearly' ever 'y important item. In wheat, one
of the biggest haulages we have, the decrease
in earnings per ton mile is .6d. Last year
it wa~s 1.11Id. jeor ton mile. This year,
when the railwa 'Ys are showving a pro-
fit, the decreasAe is 1.05d. The same
thing ap~plies to our local timber. The
earnings per ton mile also decreased. The
same thing happened with fruit and vege-
tables. It is about the same with everything.
There has been a decrease in earnings ex-
cept on fertiliser. Notwithstanding this,
there is an increase in earnings generally,
and the railways have turned the corner in
a more convincing manner than they did in
the previous years. The management are
deserving of congratulation. They must
be meeting the extra cost of wages atnd the
cost of the extra mileage by effecting eco-
nomy in some way. There is an increase of
only one in the number of locomotives. The
management are using locomotives of
greater rower than they did before, and
are thus economising in man power. Al-
though we have a greater mileage of rail-
ways now, the average number of persons
employed on the extra mileage and on the
extra work done was last year 577 as
against 584 in the previous year. Fully

75 per cent. of the income of the
railways comes from primary produc-
tion, which, therefore, is largely responsible
for the railwvays being in a position to pay
extra wages and to afford the extra expendi-
ture. During the year before last a Alain
Roads Bill was passed. The question of
the costs payable by road boards should
receive immediate attention. There have been
one or two conferences at Bunbury. Meet-
ings have also been held in other places,
protesting against the proportion that must
be paid by road boards especially in the
wvet areas, which includes all the South-
West and Denmark. When the Bill came
before us it was suggested that the main
roads should be made and maintained
entire'y by the State. The feeder roads
should be constructed by the State
with the aid of the Commonwealth money
and maintained by the road board. I am
not going to say anything about feeder
roads. The road boards would prob-
ably he able to meet their liabilities
in that direction. I particularly desire
to refer to main roads, which in some in-
stanes should be termed arterial roads.
The Act as finally passed lays down that
:l/l4ths of the cost of constructing all main
roads shall be provided by road boards, not
by individual road boards but by all of them.
The maintenance is to be on the basis of
fifty-fifty. The arterial roads would be alto-
gether made and maintained by the Govern-
ment. I canaot see how any of the country
road boards in wvet areas are going to with-
stand this cost. Let me quote the Albany
Road Board as an instanee. I was a mom-
her of that board for many years. The
board asked that the position should be
defined by the Main Roads Board and re-
ceived the answer I1 have already indicated,
namely, that they would have to pay 3/l4ths
of the cost and contribute fifty-fifty to-
wards the maintenance on the distribution
basis.

Hon. H. Stewart: Would they have to
pay that on the capital cost in the year, or
interest on the 3/l4ths?

Hon. A. BURVILL: I visited the Main
Reads Board the other day, and the ease
was put to me as I have indicated.

Hon. H. Stewart: That is not in accord-
ance with the Act.

Hon. A. BIJEVILL: Other road boards
may be in a better or a worse position. There
are two main roads running through the
Albany Road Board, the Perth-Albany road
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and the Albany-Bridgetown road. One is
14 miles in length and the other 28 miles,
giving a total of 42 miles of main road.
I cannot find out what price per mile these
roads will cost, but some people say the
cost will be in the vicinity of £6,000 per
mile.

Hon. W. T. Glasheen: What is the cost
of the piece constructed between Ilt. Bar-
ker3 and Albany?7

lion. A. BUTIVILL: I will suggest a
price that cannot be an over-estimation. Ac-
cording to the manner in which roads are
now being constructed, the cost will not be
less than £3,500 per mile. Already 42 miles
of main roads are proclaimed in the road
board area. That makes a total outlay of
£210,000, of which the road board will have
to contribute 3/l-4ths.

H~on. G. WV. Miles: The interest on
3/l4ths9

Hon. A. BURVILL: No, they will hav,
to pay the 3/l4ths.

Hon. J. Ewving: Have they the money?
Hon. A. BIJRVILL: No.
Hon. H. Stewart: Is it not the interest

on 3/l4ths and 30 years in which to pay
both interest and sinking fund?

Hon. A. BURVILL: It is as impossible
that way as it is the other. There will be
the maintenance of the main road. An
allowance of £30 per mile wvill not be excs-
sive and their share would be £1,260 per
annum. Thle sum will have to be spent
nVery year. It is no use making main
roads unless they are maintained iii good
order.

Haol. J. Ewing: Will the maintenance cost
as much as that?

lion. A. BUiIVTLL: A really good macad-
amnised road that will be extensively used
by motor traffic will certainly cost £30 per
mile to keep in order.

Hon. G. WV. Miles: Whom do you pro-
pose should pay that 9

Ron. A. BURVILL: Under the Act the
road boards have to do that. The feeder
roads will be made by the Government and
banded over to the road board, which will
have to take over the full maintenance.

Hon. J. Ewing: They will have to impose
taxes for that.

Ron. A. BL'RVILL: On a conservative
estimnate this road board will have at least
30 miles of feeder roads to maintain. The
cost will be not less than £4900 per year.
In addition the hoard will have to maintain
the by-roads leading- to the feeder roads,
and the mileage of these must be 100. if

we allow only £2 a mile, that comes to £200,
making the total cost of maintenance £2,360
per annum. Three parts of the road board
area belong to the Crown. Somethingr will
have to be done before these boards beccome
bankrupt. I will show members bow the
main road question affects the State by
quoting fromt Victoria. That is the most
densely populated State in the Common-
wvenlth. Our Act wvas in a sense copied from
the Act of that State. Let me take highwvays
first. The State pays half and the coun-
cils pay half the cost of construction,
that is to say, each side contributes
fifty-fifty, while the maintenance is entire!y
a. chat-ge up~on the State. Maintenance is a.
continuous process. With their dense popu-
lation they are better off than we are. Our
inaintenance charges w i increase. We can-
not afford to lay' clown bitumen roads, thle
upkeep of which is, infinitesimal. In connec-
tion with main roads there, Victoria pay, s
half thle cost of construction and the Coun-
cil; the other half. The Government oL %'ic-
toria pay two-thirds of the cost of the upkeep,
and the cost to the councils is only one-third.
Development roads are treated in much the
same way as the roads here. I have a cut-
ting from an Eastern State's newspaper.
The headlines are "Councillors confer," "Up-
keep of main roads," "Problem of through
traffic." This deals with a conference of
the North-Eastern and Goulburn Councils
Developmental Association at Beechworth.
There were present representatives from
Seymour, Benalla, Euroa, Goulburn, Numur-
kah, and a score of other places, represen-
tatives from a number of shire councils and
boroughs, shire engineers, shire councillors,
mnembers of both Houses of the State Par-
liament, representatives of the country road
boards, and the District Superintendent of
Railways (Mr. 'Morris). 'Amongst the
motions that were passed were (1) That
the association strongly supports the prin-
ciple that councils affected by through or
foreign traffic should be relieved of the up-
keep of main roads particularly in tourist
districts. (2) That the association avain ask
that provision be made whereby shires will
be relieved of all maintenance of those por-
tions of State highways running through
country towrnships.

Sitting suspended from 6.15 to 7.30 p.m.

Ron. A. BURVILL: I was referring to
the upkeep of main roads in Victoria and
the protests that were being made hy cer-
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tain influential municipalities and boroughs
at Beeehworth. Besides the protests and
the motions I dealt with before the tea
adjournment, the following motion was
agreed to:-

That the Government be urge(I to permit no
further encroachment on the Country Roads
Board's funds for the purpose of forming
metropolitan roads board or for simnilar pur-
poses.

That was on the 15th June last. The shire
councils dealt with the question again at a
subsequent conference that was held at
Bendigo on the 11th June. That conference
was held under the- auspices of the Northern
Municipal Roads League. I will not quote
the report covering the whole of the pro-
ceedings, but merely the remarks of Coun-
cillor Buckland, of Huntly, who said-

The question of repayments warrnntcd con-
sideration. fluntly, a small shire, with a pop-
ulatin, of 4,058, and an annual revenule of
£5,988, had 299 miles of the main highway run-
aing through it, and it was impossible for the
shire to pay its half quota of the cost of con-
struetion. Suec, roads should be paid for out
of general revenue as a national work, and the
shires not be called upon to contribute.

Mr. TIhwaites said that when the Federal
grant was made it was understood that this
road would be constructed without costs to the
sires through which it passed, but it was now
found that the Act applied only to mainten-
ance, and that construction of new roads would
have to be made on a fifty-fifty basis. The
]iluntly shire had a good ease, and should ask
for a f ree grant.

The same league decided to enter an em-
phatic protest against the metropolitan
municipalities encroaching further upon the
motor registration fees, and they passed a
motion calling upon all country Parliament-
tary representatives irrespective of party to
oppose any such move. It would appear
that in Victoria, witfi a population of 19.16
per square mile, the incidence of the Main
Roads Board allocations is found intolerable.
If that is so, what wvill it be in this State
-where we have a population of .38 per
square mile? Before .tea I gave certain
figures dealing with the mileage of main
roads in the Albany Road Board are. I wish
to correct the particulars I gave then.
What I should have said was that the road
board there would have 42 miles of
main roads, already declared, to make at a
cost of not less than £3,500 per mile.
That will represent an expenditure of
£147,000, three-fourteenths of which would
be £31,500. The Main Roads Hoard in-
formed the Albany Road Board that they
could borrow money to pay the interest on

that amount. That will mean merely de-
ferring the evil day and when we consider
the interest on the cost of construction, the
total will represent an intolerable amount
for a few ratepayers to shoulder. For the
maintenance of those 42 miles of main roads,
a cost of £060 a mile will he incurred. I do
not think the work can be done at less than
that figure and it has to be carried out
on a fifty-fifty basis. In Victoria the Main
Roads Board carry out the maintenance
work altogether, but here the local authori-
tics have to participate in the cost of main-
tenance. If we are to keep the cost of
that work down to £60 a mile, we must corn-
inence the task quickly and not allow any pot
holes to develop. Half the cost of main-
tenance would represent £30 per mile and
that spread over the 42 miles, would make
a total of £61,260. In addition, the Albany
Road Hoard is concerned in the construction
of at least 30 miles of feeder roads which
will be constructed free of cost and handed
over to the board. The trouble is that the
board will then have to maintain those feeder
roads for all time. They will cost about half
the upkeep of the main roads and I put the
cost down at £30 per mile for the 30 miles.
That means another £900 to be found by the
Albany board. They cannot borrow money
for that purpose, nor can they borrow econ-
ornically for the upkeep of the main roads.
0-n top of all that, there are about 100 miles
of by-roads to the feeder roads and they wvill
cost another £200, bringing the gross figure
up to £2,360. I am well aware that the
nieney is to be distributed, but no matter
how well that task is carried out, the burden
will be a v-ery heavy one upon the small
country boards. There are some other ex-
penses from which they cannot get away.
The feeder roads and other roads will swamp
up the whole of the revenue of the boards
without taking into consideration the main
roads at all.

Rion. Sir 'William Lathlain: You will have
your traffic fees.

Hon. A. BURVILL: The Victorian
road boards spend £150,000 annually in
assistance rendered to settlers in remote or
mountainous districts. The same thing
.should apply in Western Australia irrespec-
tive of any other help the settlers may get.
It appears to me that with the 10 years'
programme set out in the Commonwealth
agreement, under which assistance is to be
rendered to the various States, we will get
£380,000 per annum. In view of that fact,
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I coiisider the Minister for Works should
give immnediate eollsideration to the points I
have raised. He siiiould do that in conjunc-
tion with the 'Main Roads Board and repre-
sentatives from the southern and south-
western areas in particular, while other
hoards concerned should have some say as
well. I wish now to deal with the question
of grading fruit, vegetables, potatoes and
so forth. Western Australia should fall1 into
line with the other States that hare legisla-
tion. under which the consumer as wvell as
the grower is protected. In order to give
hion. members an idea of what I mean, I
-will draw attention to the statements made
Isy the president of the Bunbury Chamber of
Commerce and another at a meeting held re-
cently. The report that appeared in the
local Press containled the followin:-

The president of the Chamber of Comnmerce
('.%r. F. W. Roberts) stated at the meeting of the
Chamber recently that, as a result of had grading
of potatoes, the S.W. had a very bad name amongst
purohasers. We suffered and Denmark benefitted
because of this unhappy state of affairs. Beager
was endeavouring to improve the situation but
until proper grading muethods were adopted the
honest producer suffered with the rest of them.

Mr., Keshiagen said lhe recently purchased some
potatoes. Tfge potatoes at the tops of thle bgs
Were good ones, but the bottoma contained bad
potatoes, pig potatoes and yellow tails. At the
same timie he inspected a hag of Albany potatoes.
They were well graded. That sort of thing was no
good to the S.W. Albany had a agni~icent name.
Although grading would cost more, better prices
would be obtained. The system had to be intro-
duced to the S.W- The producer here, when
approached, generally said the -- digger" was to
blamne, but in Victoria and Tasmania one did not
fiud had grading. He thought well-gradled pota-
toes would bring from £1 to 30s. more.

This question has concerned apple growers
and potato growers for some considerable
tunie patst. The Potato Growers' Association
lifs discussed the problem on various oeoa-
sions. When potatoes are consigned from
the Albany districts, 340 miles from Perth,
or from other districts still more remote,
aind sent to thle market in Perth, the buyers;
somectimes say that the potatoes are not f a.q.
and wvant to know what to do with them.
The growers concerned cannot conme to Perth
to see if the potatoes are, or are not, of fair
average quality, so the potatoes are put onl
thle mnarket for what they will fetch. Some-
times when the market is going down thera,
is an inclination on the part of the buyer
to say. that the potatoes are not f.aqr. when,

asamatter of fact, they are really up to
standard. At the same time, there is an
inelination on tile past of some growers to

hag up poor stuff and try to pass it off a:
f.aq. We bare no legislation enabling punu
ishment to be meted out to those offenderj
The only remedy we hare is through thi
Agricultural Department. The potato in
spector informed us that if we communicatet
with him he would examine truck lots. Air
arrangement was wade whereby the growei
and the purchaser accepted whatever thai
officer's verdict happened to be. In thai
direction the department proved helpful
Trouble arose, however, regarding hac
lots, aind case lots of apples or tomatoes;
The inspector could not be expeetel
to examfine( those con signments gratis
If there is anything wrong, there is no re-
dress. So far as the plaees. outside are
concerned, we cannot expect an inspector
to examiine them. We want this legislation
not only for the protection of the rower
but also for the protection of the consumer.
I ain goig. to quote several sections fromn
the Victorian Act of 19214 to show what is
done in that State to regulate the cool stor-
age of fruit and vegetables and the sale of
fruit, eases. The sections of thle Act of in-
terest are these--

(1) No person shall sell--(a) The whole or any
part of any lot of fruit or vegetables; or (b) any
fruit or vegetables contained in a packet unless
the outer layer or shown surface of the fruit oi
vegetables contained in such lot or package is so
arranged or packed that it is a true indication of
the fair average quality of the whole of the fruit
or vegetables. (2) No person shall sell any fruit
or vegetables contained in any package which also
contains any foreign substance in a greater pro-
portion than is indicated by the outer layer or
shown surface of such fruit or vegetables.

I think legislation of that kind could with
ad vantage he copied by this State. We need
an Act of that description for the producer
and consumer. It is only fair that when a
man puts up a package of produce it should
lie of the same quality right through. I hope
the Chief Secretary will bring the matter
uinder the notice of the Minister for Agricul-
ture to see whether the existing position can-
not be remedied, especially remembering that
production in the South-West is rapidly
increasing. We are only just beginning the
work of dairying, fruit growing and Potato
growing, and if such legislation were intro-
duced now it would be much easier to get it
through than when the production was
greater. I congratulate the Government on
the pr-oposal to establish a pine plantation
21) miles from Mt. Barker, -where an area has
been purchased for that purypose. I under-
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stand from Mr. Kessell, the Conservator of
Forests, that it is intended to plant pines
coveriing areas of 100 or 200 acres per an-
mn, and that be is already planting for
seedlings in the hope of increasing the an-
nual acreage in the near future. I also
noticed, while absent from the State, that the
(-iovernment Proposed to establish a prison
farm in that district. At the time the notifi-
cation was made a certain amount of misunr-
(leT-tanding arose, sad a protest camne from
some1 people down there. The matter was
referred to Mr. A. Wansbrough, the member
for. the district, and at public meeting was
called. A motion was carried eventually wel-
coining the proposal in the Forrest Hill dis-
trict. There was, however, still some mis-
understanding, and I got into communication
with the Chief Secretary, whose reply al-
layed the objections that were raised. I do
not thiink there will be any further trouble.
Mr. Drew in his letter wrote-

In reply to the request in your letter, T ani now
supplementing, for your information, the portion-
lams given by the chairman of the road board by
stating that only the better class of prisoners
will be selected for the prison farm and. prior to
being sent there they would be subjected to a
period of clase observation by the prison author-
ities, so that only those of whom the proclivities
and disposition indicate they mnay be trusted
would be sent. These will be men who, after
undergoing the training and reforming influences
on the farm ame considered likely to become m.

pt able citizens.,.....i regard to the district
beig a settled are, it cannot truly be stated that
the ame is closely settled. I have had a plan
prepared of the estate and the surrounding settle-
meat, and it is shown that by far the greater por-
tion of the southern boundary is adjoined by
pastoral leases which will ZIow revert to time Govern-
meat, and to that extent the estate is absolutely
isolated. The eastern boundary is adjoined by
a large estate in the names of McNeil and Martin,
and a further large portion of the eastern boundary
is adjoined by the hooling of an absentee named
Ritehins. The greater portion of the northern
boundary is adjoined by a vacant holding, and
nearly the whole of the western boundary is
adjoined by the large estate of Mr. Roberts. Under
these circumstances it is probable that, in the
whole of Western Australia, it would not be praci-
ticable to select an area wvhich it would be possible
to use for the purpose of a prison farm and which
would be less subject to the alleged disadvantage
of surrounding close settlement.

i need not read the remainder of the letter
except to say that the idea of giving prisoners
at chanice to reform in the manner proposed
is a very fine one. One man who is settled
adjacent to the suggested site of the prison
farm was approached in the hope that he
would raise an objection to it. His reply was,
411 cannot do that, because all my life I have

advocated this kind of thing for prisoners."
A majority of the people in the vicinity have
no0 complaint to make about the proposal,
and I1 congraulate the Government not only
on having decided to establish a pine forest
in a locality not far distant from the fruit-
growers, but also on having done something
to amecliorate the conditions of prisoners so
that when they are released tbey will be so
much the better for their existence on the
farm. I would like to say something about
the railway policy of the State. There will
be quite a number of deputations from vari-
ous parts of the wheat areas to-morrow and
on succeeding days and weeks and months
until the question is settled. What is re-
quired more than anything else in this State
is that we should have a comprehensive
scheme so as to determine the question of
construction in a manner satisfactory
to all. At the present time wve know
that when one section of the comntu-
ity is pulling in one way to secure at
railway route in its direction, and another
section is pulling in a different way, the Gov-
ernment are always abfr to make the excuse
thin; the matter eannot be settled, because the
settlers themselves are unable to agree on the
question of route. In that way nothing is
done.

Hon. J. J. Holmes. What about the great
North that does not get any railways at all?

lion. A. BTJRVILL: I have not heard
Of any deputations from the North asking
for railways, nor has the hon. member ever
advocated closer set tlemient in that part of
the State.

Hon. J. J. Holmes: You will not have
closer settlement there unless you get
colouredl labour.

ion. A. BURVItiL: The construction of
railways is a non-party matter. Towards
the end of last session the Advisory Board
put up a report for a railwvay from Lake
Grace to Kalgarin, Jilikin and other places.
and I understood within a few weeks of
Parliament dissolving that a Bill was to be
submitted. The Advisory Board was broug~ht
into being wit!, the idea of doing away witl,
what I might call Parliamentary wire
pulling. The board's report was in, but no
legislation was forthcoming. The Engineer-
in-Chief, in a report, submitted another
scheme. As moon as he advanced that, the
Premier rightly wanted the Advisory Board
to report again. That of course delayci]
matters. The report of the Advisory Hoard
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has been laid on the Table of the House, and
it has been read by members. Now, in conse-
quence of what various members have done
in approaching the Premier for a compre-
hensive scheme of railway construction that
will give to every settler the opportunity to
get to his nearest port and give to every port
its natural trade, the matter is likely to be
further delayed. I have approached the
Premier by letter and in other ways. '1r,
Wanabrough, the memlier for Albany, has
received the following letter from the Pre-
mier's Department in regard to the proposed
Newdegate-Albany railway:

I have to acknowledge your letter of the 20th
inst. regarding the inspection of the area between
Newdegate and Albany by the Railway Advisory
Board. In reply I have to advise yon that this
matter is involved in the large question of further
trunk lines to meet future developments of the
raiway service to consider which the Government
has appointed a special committee which includes
the Engineer-in-Cief (chairman), the Commissioner
of Railways, the Manager of the Agricultural
Bank, and a representative of the Hon. the Minister
for Lands, This committee is giving its careful
consideration to the problems which have been
presented to it, and a report is expected at a
comparatively early date. It would clearly be
unwise to proceed with further inspections of
areas which may be involved in a much more
comprehensive scheme of railway construction than
that in the minds of your correspondents until a
decision is meachad upon the larger questions
which will be done at as early a date as possible.

It would appear, then, that we have had the
Advisory Board's report and Mr. Stileman's
report, and now wve are to have a committee's
report. Upon the map placed on the Table
there is marked a railway to run practically
from Southern Cross parallel with the ex-
isting line about 25 miles away, and down
through Lake Grace, and eventually to
Ongerup and Albany. It is also intended te.
cnstruct a railway from Newdegate to the
1Lake King country, to connect Haveusthorpe
with Ongerup, and to throw out a spur line
in the direction of Salmon Gumus to the
knjown good country there. In these depu-
tations there has been made evident contliet
of opinion between the Kalgarin people, say,
-irid the Lake Grace people and the Ron-
iim people. The Lake Grace people want

a railway to start from Lake Grace and gt,
to TNalgarin. The Kalgarin people want a
railway to go in the direction favoured
by Mr. Stileinan. On reference to the map
lion, members will see that if a railway is
"onstrueted from Arinadale to Brookton-a
portion of this has been authorised-and
from Corrigin to Kondinin, one will ge~t
from Kondinin to Freniantle in about 170

miles. If a railway is constructed from Lake
Grace to Albany, or from Newdegate to
Albany, the distance is 148 miles in a straighit
line.. Of course one cannot get a railway in
1n absolutel "y straight line, but it should be'
easy to get a railway in 170 miles to Laqke
Grace. It is about the same distance from
Koadinin to its port, Fremntle, as from
Lake Grace to Albany, so far as one can
ascwertaini, the line not having been surveyed.
Its construction would mean that the Kal-
germn area would be equally distant fromt
both the ports of Albany and Fremantle,
though from Bunbury it would be fur-
tlher away. As regards Esperance, I
do not know the exact distance but
one has not to go a great way east
of Kalgarin bef ore reaching the ambit
ok! the port of Esperance. Then one gets
to Raveasthorpe, the people of which eon.
sier they should have a port made at Hop-
to an. So that there is much conflict of
opinion as to where the railway should start.,
and of course everyone wants the particular
piece of railway that suits him best, antl
everyone wants it as quickly as possible.I
know that people from Ongerup. and
Needleup are abtt to approach the Min
ister with a request that he should visit and
inspect thieir lands. A railway to Needleni'
war, promised away back in 1914. Indeed,
there was a still earlier promise, made in
191 I. by the Hon. W. D, Johnson, when the
Pingrup line was also promised. The Pin-
grupl line has been constructed, but the other
one has not. If any member of either House
wishes to visit that country in September, I
would strongly advise him to do so, in order
that his mind may be disabused of the bad
reputation the district has. If members go to
the Needleup country, which runs up about
24 miles towards Ba-veusthorpe from On-
gerup, they will see for themselves. Ongerup
hias a bad name for growing wheat or any-.
thing else; hut, as a fact, it is one of our:
best sheep districts. The average wool per
shep there is as high as any-where else in
the State, and the quality is good. As re-
garda wheat grown there, a Mr. Parkinson
last year took first prize in the zone and
second prize in the State. If hon. members
will only visit that district, they will be
agreeably surprised to find that Mr. Parkin-
son is not the only man who can grow wheat
in Ongerup, where it was said wheat couldl
not he grown at all. The Ongerup people
have found out how to grow wheat and are
growing it. T think the Borden people will
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invite members to visit their district and I
would advise members to go there. Borden
lies to the south of the existing lie from
Ongerup to Tambellup, and the area speci-
ally asking for the railway is 28 miles wide
and runs about 22 or 25 miles south of
Borden. Some of the families in the di-
triet have been there for three generationa
The area held in this district, according to
the Government Statistician, is 119,640
acres; the area under crop last year was
6,444 acres; the area under artificial per-
mianent grrasses was 344 acres; land fallowed,
5,358 acres; land previously cropped and
now under grass, 16,270 acres; partially
cleared land, 33,000 acres; land under wheat
for grain, 3,330 acres, yielding 15,096
bushels, or an average of 15.3 bushels
per acre. So the district stands second
in the State for average yield of wheat.
The district has 36,575 sheep, from which
296,753 lbs. of wool have been taken, an
average of 8.1 lbs. per sheep. There are
16 tractors in the area. The area is south
of the railway, and the people in question
have to take their goods back to Borden
by motor truck, a distance of 22 miles.
They find that, as Mcr. Baxter says, motor
traction is not cheaper than horse traction,
though the quickness of motor traction
enables those who use it to grow a little
more wheat than formerly. Motor traction
costs from 10d. to 1s. per ton per mile to
bring wheat in, and from 10d. to Is. per
ton per mile to take super out. Thus
the area planted is, necessarily, greatly
restricted. Borden is 134 idex fromi
Albany by rail, but the district T have
indicated is south of Borden, and if a rail-
way were put through to Albany its resi-
dents would get to that port in 65 miles.
Thus their railage could he reduced 65
miles by the construction of the proposed
line, and in the case of the other people 22
miles away the railage would be reduced
by between 70 and 80 miles. Below that dis-
trict the land is reported to be very poor.
A railway can get through the Stirling
Range by going through the Pass, which is
practically level ground, missing the Par.
ongorup Range and going down the edge
of the Kalgan River, getting a good grade
all the way. Anyone who, having gone
along that river, says the country is worth-
less does not know much about country.
flood land exists there, but one cannot do
much with it at a distance of 30 or 40 miles
from a railway. I do not like to criticise

either the Rainwy Advisory Board, or Mr.
Stileman, or the committee; but there is
one point I must refer to. Mr. Stilemati
states that our railways could be placed
further apart than they are at present,
that instead of having an intervening dis-
tance of 12 mites we could make it 1dt//
miles because motor transport with six-
wheeled vehicles is coinn in and making
the cost of conveyance much lower. I am
glad 'Mr. Baxter stressed the point that
motor transport is going out in America.
That fact goes to support what some of us
have contended all along, that motor trans-
port is not cheaper, and that it will not be
much cheaper even with six- wheeled
motors. The only difference six-wheeled
motors can make is to expedite transit.
Certainly there cannot be any reduction in
the cost where -roads are bad. Another
point I wish to make is that the 12 ' miles
from a railway is always measured in a
straight line, and that very few People
121/ miles in a straight line from a rail-
way ean get there in less than 15 or 16
Miles, If the intervening distance is in-
creased to 16 1 miles, one wvould not get
there in less than 20 or 24 miles in many
cases. That is the weak point in 'Ar. Stile-
man's scheme. I consider we should not
have our railways further apart than 12 2
miles. J am quite sure that that is so in
regard to potato transport. One potato
grower in my district, who is situatedl
about 12 miles from a railway and has a
pretty good road, does not wish to sell but
is quite willing- to let his potato farm.
Reading between the lines I infer that the
cost of transport, especially when produce
is at a low price, takes away all the profit.
Exactly the same thing is going to happen
in regard to wheat. It is all very well to
make the intervening distance 16 / miles
now while the product is dearer; but what
will happen when the price of wheat goes
down? The difference between having a
railway close at hand and one a consider-
able distance away will then mean the
difference between profit and loss. What
is muore, to increase the distance to 16%
miles will mean retarding the development
of the laud, especially from the aspect of
the extremely heavy cost of super that has
to he carted over long distances. The vari-
ous reports stress the necessity for trunk
lines. There may be a need for trunk
lines, but in my opinion the greatest need
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of ill is the opening uip of our lands in the
shortest possible time, especially now that
t here is such a demand for them and pro-
duce is at suich a high price. We have no
gVuarantee that that price will be main-
tained. However1 it seems liely to con-
tinue for a few years. I would suggest the
bringing down of a comprehensive scheme
for the whole of the State's railway re-
qluirelments. so that settlers would know
for certain that they were going to get a
railway. and where that railway would be
built, and when it would be built. Stich a
scheme would be much better for the coun-
try than the present system. Like Mr.
Glusheen. I contend it would pay the Gov-
erment and indeed be one of the best
venttires the Government ever entered upon
if they were to borrow sufficient money to
carry out the whole of this comprehensive
scheme at the earliest possible moment.
Even if it took £2,000,000 it would be
mioney well spent. I have been over a good
deal of the district, and can vouch for what
I have given by way of statistics, while
other members can vouch for the remainder
of the country. In the whole of that dis-
trict we have tiht finest piece of wheat belt
left in the Common-wealth, and so I say
it would be good policy to borrow the
money to immediately construct these
railways. Provision should be made for
the comprehensive scheme, so that it would
lead to eeonwuty in the working of the
load. The primary lproducer is the first
man to be considered; he should have his
produce transported by direct route to the
nenrest port, not as at present carried
cireuitously to Fremnantle. Mr. Baxter
and M~r. Kitson both stressed the need for
further facilities in Fremantle harbour.
If we had a proper scheme of railway con-
struction to ever 'Y port there would not be
this necessity to carry everything through
the bottle-niek of Perth and Fremantie.
According to Mr. Baxter, two-thirds of the
-wheat grown in the State goes through that
bottle-neck. If so, we are robbing some
of the other ports. Pretty nearly all the
requirements of the farmners. in the wheat
belt, of rhe people of Bnhury, Albany,
G-ealdton, Esperance and the goldfields,
comne inito Fremantle first and have to pay
railway freight afterwards. That, of course,
all helps to choke the bottle-neck. If those
older ports were developed, and the wheat
and produce taken out in the proper way,

we could also get iii our commodities
through the same channels. That would he
the most economic way of developing the
State. Recently I asked in the House what
area of dairy country we had from Mlbany
to Bunbury, including 50 miles on either
side. The answer was that we had there
7,940,000 acres, but that it could not be
stated how much of it was suitable for
dairying. In this State butter and cheese
making are only in their infancy. We have
only one successful butter factory-that
at Runbury, where the production is now
over 500 tons per annum. That factory
has been in existence for 19 years, and for
its first nine years it hald to work without
a profit. The Busselton factory has now
been taken over by the Bunbury factory,
and is beginning to pay. The factory at
Albany has gone through the same vicissi-
tudes, and I do not think it is doing much
more than paying expenses. We have other
butter factories and several cheese factories,
and the time is coming when we shall be in
the same position as Gippsland.

Hon. AV. J. Mann: The factory at Mn
jimup is already paying.

Hona. A. BTJRVILL: I want to show
what is happening- in flip psland, where they
have about the same area of country as we
hiave in the South-West. I have here a re-
turn issued under the authority of the Min-
ister for Crown lands in Victoria. From
that it is seen that Gippaland has 8,739,230
acres or slightly more than the area I have
referred to. The area occupied at present
is 4,438,386 acres, the number of occupiers
9,940, the acres of wheat 11,693, acres of
oats 4,158, acres of harley 11,517, acres of
potatoes 8,726, acres of onions 685, acres of
maize 19,470. acres of orchards 1,456, dairy
cows 159,472, other cattle 187,.343, horses
411,333, pigs 84,833, sheep 691,710, buttei
produce 25,245,448 lbs., wool 4,090,264 lbs.,
and honey 121,000 lbs. Then there arc
g-rown in Victoria hops 269 acres, grown
mostly in Gippsland; tobacco 1,228 acresi
g 'own mostly in Gippsland; millet root 531
acres, grown mostly in Gippsl and; and
sugar beet 1,879 acres, gkrown exclusively in
flip psland. In point of butter production
in Victoria only the Western Districts comes
before Oippsland. What has been done in
Gippslaad can be done in our South-West.
Any man who has been through Gippsland
and who knows our South-West can sup-
port this. Dairymen froma Gippsland who
come here invariably declare that we have
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one of the finest climates in the wenld for
dairying, owing to the equable temperature.
In Gippaland it is often very cold in
winter and very hot inl summer. The only
fault to be found in the South-West is that
it is very wet in winter and a little dry in
sumnmer. Those defects can be overcome by
silos and root crops. I am certain that with
proper management and proper top-dress-
ing this country will be equally as good as
Gippshuid; and once it has been got into
order, I think it will surpass Gippsland.
When I left Oippsland 30 years ago, cer-
tain lands similar to some of ours in the
South-West were regarded as being- too diffi-
cult to clear and drain. That land, I found
recently, has all been cleared and drained
and is selling at a price often 50 per
cent, above that of the best scrub and hill
country elsewhere. I was shown some at
Traralgar, and frointi here away down to
Warragul, where the country is selling at
£100 per acre and upwards. I am not re-
ferring, to drained swamp lands, for they,
are selling at a great deal more. The under
drained flat lands there are thus free from
an wetness or dryness and can maintain
Morc stock fur dairying than could be main-
tamned on the hilly ground. The same thing
is going to occur here onl our lands at present
lying idle between Albany and Bunbury,
lands commonly called bottle brush country.

Hon. J. Ewing: BPut that is all being con-
demned.

H~on. A. HURVfUL: Well, whoever is
condemning it is making a mistake. In-
stead of putting new settlers from over-
!ieas onl to that contry-which even our
own settlers do not understand-we should
put onl to it men who Know something about
it. In Albany we had the Land Develop-
mient Committee brought into being to ex-
periment with that land. They got it up
to a stage and hand3ed it to the Government,
who then left it. It would have been better
perhaps had thley) never touched it. The
i1linister for Lands last night referred to
a number of experimental farms lie had
e-terted in snndplain country in various
parts, some up North, some in the wheat
land;, and some out from Esperanee. But.
there has never been any experimental farm
established in the South-West. An experi-
mental farm put in down there would be
onke of the most successful of them all.
Once the problem of utilising that bottle
bruish country is. solved, it will prove one
of the best assets we have inl the South-

West. The point I would make is that this
laud wiill eventually lie developed. In Gipps-
land its development has taken about 50
years. We know that dairymen and those
raising pigs wvant the offal from the wheat,
the bran and pollard, at the cheapest pos-
,&ible rate. If, as sonic expect, a hrunk line
is constructed from Fremantle to Esperane
to take all the wheat to those two ports, the
time is bound to come -when the South-West
will he developed fronm Bunbury to Albany.
Ourc flour mills should be established as
soon ais possible in the dairying centres, and
as nearly as possible to the sea ports. Fur-
ther, provision should be made at once to
take allI the wheat i n the Alb any zone through
the Albany harbour, and all that in the
Banbury zone thirough the Bun bury harbour.
It should bie the aim of the Government,
not to export wheat, but eventually to
export flour and use the bran and
pollard to put back into the land.
That system. of agricuilture obtained in the
Old Country. fit seie parts not even the
straw was taken off thle land. It should be
our policy to export not wheat, but flour.
The bran and pollard sheoald be made avail-
able at the cheapest possible rate, and that
will hie accomplished by sending the whole
of the wheat in the Albiany zone to Albany
and the wheat in the liunbury zone to -Bun-
bury, because those will ha our two big
d sirying centres. Mr. Ol1asbeen, speaking
of group settlement last night, said lie had
been informed that timiber to the value of
£E400 an acre -was being destroyed onl groups
at Denmark. I was working at Millars'
mills wheni Denmark was first opened up
and I know something of timber. Who ever
g-ave Mr. Olasbeen that information does
not know much of the conditions applying
to forestry' aiid timber milling. It is not al-
waysi economical to fell a few isolated trees
and mill them, It would not pay to put in
a mnill and cut upl the fwisolated trees on
the groups at Denmiark. A good deal of
tiilber' that to thle Uninitiated appears to
lie nic-e and somnd contains- considerable
%%aste and would iot pay to convert into

aimtimber to ;etl. In years to come -when
tuuiber is scarce, isolated trees will be valu-
able, but it i., impracticable to keel) thle land
for two purposes. In the Eastern States
it was proved becyond doubt that green tim-
ber and crops could not be grown together.
Tt is neebessarv to kill thie timber or retain
the land solely for forestry purposes. The
laud cannot be used for the dual purpose of
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forestry and husbandry. At present there
seenms to be overlapping between the Forests
Department and the Group Settlement De-
partment. I have known sleeper hewers to
take 6,000 sleepers off the block of one
group settler. The settler came to me and
asked whether the value of the sleepers
would be Offset against the price of his
block, but I could not tell him. I inquired
of the supiervisor, but he could give me no
iniformnation, except that it was beyond his
jurisdiction to prevent the hewers from
going on the land. If that sort of thing
occurs on many groups it must give rise to
dissatisfaction. So far as I have been able
to ascertain, the Forests Department have
the right to send hewers on to the groups to
cut the timber, and I am informed that the
Forests Department can object to certain
trees being rung. Either the Forests De-
pairtrnent should control the land for for-
estry purposes, or the land should be en-
tirely in the hands of the group settlement
officials.

Hon. J. Ewing: The settler receives
credit for portion of the timber sold.

Hon. A. BURVILL: The point should be
settled definitely. There is some fine land
in the Denmark groups. I do not know of
one block that is not good, and I was in-
terested to find from the recent report that
not one of those blocks had been condemned.
Still, I would not take the best of the blocks
if the Forests Department had the right to
say that I should not cut down a certain
tree or if they had the right to take the
timber off the land. I do not intend to
discuss the administration of group settle-
Ments. I am still of the opinion I have
held from the beginning, that as regards the
Denmark blocks-I have not visited many of
the othiers-I cannot see why the right men
should not make good, provided the adinin-
istration is efficient. Certainly heavy cost
has been incurred and there has been some
mismanagement. There has also been some
friction between the management and the
settlers. There are faults on both sides, hut
the great consideration is that the land is
good and, provided the right type of man
is put on the land, I do not see why he
should not make good. During the last two
or three years Denmark has been the scene
of field demonstrations arranged by the old
settlers, assisted by the Group Settlement
Department. Outside settlers are invited
to attend demonstrations to see new methods

of cultivation in the shape of top dressing,
etc., and new methods of clearing adopted
to cheapen costs. A demonstration of this
kind is to be given on Saturday the 12th
November, and I would urge members, be-
fore formning a definite opinion of the
quality of the land, to attend that
demonstration and judge for themselves.
Some of the settlers have been in the
district for years. There is a man on Group
41 who has an average block. He is run-
ning six heifers. Ever since the cheese fac-
tory was started five or six months ago, he
has received from it £C12 per mnonth. By his
piecework he has also earned £C12 to £14 a
month, and he has money in the bank
against the tinie when the group will be dis-
banded. I got this information verified by
the supervisors, and when I sought further
confirmation from the manager of the cheese
factory, he told me that this settler was
making more than £12 a month. In July
lie actually received from the factory £15.
Anyone, after seeing what that man has
done, would be satisfied that others could
do as well. So many conflicting opinions
have been expressed that the general public
are apt to conclude that the group settle-
ments are in a far worse position than is
really the ease.

On motion
adjourned.

by Hon. J. R. Brown, debate

House adjourned at 8.40 p.m.
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